1.

St. Clair Township Police Department
9900 Seward St. Seward PA 15954
(814) 446-1261

Jeffrey W. Janciga, Chief of Police

Police Department Report for May 2022

Regarding the mobile computer project, the computers have been ordered and are
expected to arrive in early July. One mounting system and printer have been
installed while one remains pending arrival of the parts. With respect to the “online
filing” feature for traffic citations, the anticipated start date for online filing is in early
September. | am attempting to get this date moved to sooner as the work has
been completed by this department.

With July rapidly approaching, | anticipate some complaints regarding fireworks.
Several years ago, many types of fireworks were legalized in Pennsylvania. Prior
to this legalization, law enforcement was unclear in what to enforce or how to
enforce said laws as no training existed for law enforcement. That being said, If
you choose to use fireworks, please do so with an abundance of caution. While
many fireworks may be legal in PA, certain actions with fireworks may not be legal.
Any action that serves to endanger (in a specific and articulable fashion) another
person or property is not legal. Remember, this initial determination of
endangering is made by the police officer.

With improving weather conditions, we are receiving more complaints involving
excessive noise from properties. Many believe that such complaints are covered
by a noise ordinance. The police department does not provide ordinance
enforcement. However, a section exists within the Pennsylvania Crimes Code
(5503a2) which references “unreasonable noise”. Irrespective of any ordinance,
a case could possibly made with a magisterial district judge with a finding of guilty.
A guilty verdict could carry a fine of up to $300. Please avoid this unenviable
position of having your fate determined by others. Be considerate of the noise
coming from your property for the sake of your neighbors. Such noise includes but
is not limited to loud voices, music, and/or gunfire.



4. On the day following the school shooting in Texas, | spent a large portion of the
day at the elementary school to provide an added measure of security. No local
threat existed. | was present at the request of the school district.

5. On May 25, President Biden signed a criminal justice reform bill. This bill is still
being evaluated to determine effect and implementation. | receive
communications from the PA Chiefs of Police Association regarding this matter. |
do not anticipate making many changes due to this bill as this department has
policy in place which anticipated many of the changes and practices.

Respectfully Submitted,
W,
effrey W. Jab€ig
Chief of Police, SCTPD
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May 2022 Police Reports

® St. Clair Township
® New Florence Borough

= Seward Borough

St. Clair Township: 106

New Florence Borough: 80

Seward Borough: 56

Total Reports: 242




May 2022 Traffic Stops

& St. Clair Township
& New Florence Borough

= Seward Borough

In the month of May 2022, One traffic citation was filed. One criminal arrest occurred as a result
of a motor-vehicle crash (suspected DUI).

Regarding traffic stops, 3 occurred in St. Clair Township, 3 occurred in Seward Borough, and 22
occurred in New Florence Borough.

Of particular interest is the vehicular speeds on Ligonier St. between 13" St. and the Indiana
County Line. While traffic stops for speed are still being conducted, the average speed of
vehicles in this section of roadway seems to have decreased. After 1 month of enforcement,
observed violations seem to be reduced by approximately 10%. The average speed per vehicle
seems to be decreased by approximately 5 mph. Both of these observances are only estimates
although a data-driven study could be provided if necessary. | am cautiously optimistic that the
average speed will continue to trend down, although a month’s worth of data is not necessarily
representative of the future trend.

We will look to move enforcement to other areas of complaint or observed violations, in addition
to maintaining a presence in the reduced speed area of Ligonier St.
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