
BOROUGH OF NE\4/ FLORENCE, WESTMORELAND COTTNT\"
PENNSYL\/ANIA

ORDINANCE NO. 207

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING AUTHOIUTY TO THE BOROUGH OIi NE,\\/
FLORENCE TO REN{OVE AND IN{POUND ABANDONED \/I,HICLtrS AS

DEFINED IN THIS ORDINANCE AND OTHER \/EHICLES IN ACCOITDANCE
WITH THE \/EHICLE CODE OF THE COMMONWEALTII OF

PENNSYLVANTA (7s pA. C.S.A S101 ET. SEQ.)

BB IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Council of the Borough of New
Florence, County of Westmoreland and Commonr.l,ealth of Pemrsylvania, and it is herebl,
Ordained and Enacted as follows:

Section 1. Authority to Remove and Impound

The Borough of New Florence, under authority of Section 6109(a)(22) of the Ve hicle
Code of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (75 Pa. C.S.A. g6109(a)(22), shall have
authority to remove and irnpound or to order the removal and impounding of an1,
"abandoned vehicle," as defined in this Ordinance, and any other vehicle in accc,rdance
with the Vehicle Code of the Commonwealth of Pennsl,lvania (7 5 pa. C.S.A. $ 1 01 et
seq.) provided that the vehicle shall be removed or inrpounded onlf in strict adherence to
the provisions of this ordinance.

Section 2. Definitions

As used in this Ordirtance, the follou,ing ternrs sirall have the n'reanings inciicatecl:

1. "Atrandotted Motor Vehicle" - includes. u,ithout exception. arly nrotor'
vehicle as to u'hich one ol nrore of the follou,ing conditions exisl:

a. A tuotor vehicle for rvhicir a certificate of.junl< has been issued b_r,

tlie Bureau of Motor Vehicles of the Department of Itevenue oIthc
Commonu,eal th of Perursylvania.

b. A nrolor vehicle u,hose engine or any essential or uraterial part
thereof has been retnoved for nrorc than seven (7) days, except if
stored at an autotlobile repair agenc)/ or garage.

c. A tltotor l,ehicle. one or lrlore of u,hose tircs has been llat ()r one or.
filore of u'hose u4teels has been rernoved for nrore than sevcn (7.)
days.



d. A motor vehicle bearing no current Petrnsvivatria irtspectiott sticker

or u4rich does 1ot meet the inspection requitements of the

Cotnmonwealth of PennsYlvania.

e. A motor vehicle bearing no current registration or licertse tag.

except if stored on the prentises, of a licensed autotnobile dealer.

f. A motor vehicle, an1,of whose doors and rvindo\vs are not itrtact or

caturot be securell' closed.

g. A motor vehicle damaged bl,collision to such an extetrt that it is
inoperable, except if stored at an automobile repair agellc\/ or
garage.

h. A tnotor vehicle in such condition or situated in such

circumstances as to cause such vehicle reasonabll' to appear to

have been abandoned.

i. Leaving vehicles unattended.

1. A vehicle (otlier thatt a pedalcycle) shall be presumed tcr

be abandoned under any of the follou'ing circutnstattces.
but the presumption is rebuttable bi' a prepouderance of
the evidence:

(u) The veiricle is ph1'sicallf inoperable attd is lefi
uuattended on a highrval' or other public propertl' for
more than for11,-eight (48) hours;

(tr) The',,ehicle is Ieft unattetrded ott or along tlrc
irighu,ay or other public pt'o1'rerlt' fot'trlorc tltatl fortl'-
eight (48) hours artd does uot bear all of the

follor.r'ing:

i. A valid registration plate,
ii. A certificate of inspection;
iii. An ascetlainable veiricle identificatron

number

(.) The vehicle has retttaitred ott privatc irroperll' rvilhout
the consent of the owtter or persoll itt cotttrcll of the

propertl'1'or more than forty-eight (48) hours'

2. Vehicles and equiptnctrt used or to be used itt
coustruction or in thc operatiou of maitltettatrce of
hig[wa1,s or public utilitl' facilities, u'[ich are lcft irl a



ntatuter u,hich does not interfere u'ith the norntal
movement of traffic, shall not be considered to be
abandoned.

2. "Motor \/ehicle." Ant, ntotor vehicie.'trailer. or senritrailer as delinecl h1,

the Vehicle Code of the Conrnronrvealth of Pennsylvania.

Section 3. Designation of Approved Storage Garages; Ilondingl Ton,ing arrd
Storage

Rernoval and irnpounding of vehicles under this Ordinarlce shall be done only tr1,

approved storage garages that shall be designated frorn tirne to time by the Neu,Florence
Borough Council. Every such garage shall submit evidence to the Borough Cr,uncil that
it is bonded or has acquired liability insurance in an amount satisfactorl,to the Ilorough
Council as sufficient to indernnify o\ /ners of impounded vehicles against loss rir danrage
to those vehicles while in the custody of the garage keeper for the purpose of torving or
storage. The approved storage garage shall submit to the Borough Council its schedule
of charges for towing and storage of vehicles under tiris Ordinance, and u,hen the
schedule is approved by the Borough Council, those charges shall be adhered to by the
approved storage garage. No different schedule of charges shall be adopted u,ithout
approval of the Borough Council, and no different charges shall be denranded of or
collected from arly person whose vehicle is removed or impounded under tiris Orclinance
by any approved storage garage. The Borough Council shall delete fi'orn its list of
approved storage garages any garage that makes an)' ullapproved charge in conncction
with any vehicle removed or impounded undel this Article.

Section 4. Notification of Removal and Irnpounding

\\zithin trveive (12) hours frour the tirne of rernoval of an1'r,eliicle under aulirolitr,glantcc'l
bir tliis Ordinance, uotice of the fact that tlie vehicle \\,as removed shall Lre sent Lry tire
Borougl-r to the o\vlrer of record of the vehicle. The notice shall clcsigrrate thc p,l;1cg fi'on.r
rvhich the vehicle \L'as removed. the reason for its renroval and irnpounding. ancl the
garage in rryhicir it u,as iurpounded.

Section 5. Effect of Pa1'ment of Torving and Storage Charges

Tltepal'ment of atry tou,ing and storage charges authorized by this articlc shall. unlcss
pa1'ntettt is ntade uuder lrrotest, be flnal and couclusive ancl shallconstitute a rvaiver of
any right to recover the money so paid. if pal,rnent of anv tou,ing or storage charges is
made under protest, the o{fbnder shall be entitlcd to a hearing belorc a District .lusticc.
Pa1'tnent of towing and storage charges sirall not relieve tlte orvneror clriver o{'arry
vehicie frotn liability fot' au1, fitie or pelalt1, for attl,r,iolatiol lor u'[icI the yelticle rvas
removed or impounded.



Section 6. Records of \/ehicles Rernoved and Impounded

The Borougir shall cause a record to be kept of all vehicles inrpounded under this

Ordinance and sirall be able at all reasonable times to fumish the or.vners or the asctlts o1'

the owners of those vehicles with information as to tlte place of storage of the veiricle.

Section 7. Repealer.

All ordinances or parls of ordinances which are inconsistent herewith are herebv

repealed.

Section 8. Severabilif)'.

lf any sentence, clause, section, or part of this Ordinance is for attv reason foutld to be

unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, such unconstitutionality, iliegality', or invaliclitl' shall

not affect or impair aly of the rernaining provisions, sentences, clauses. sections. or parts

of this Ordinance. It is hereby declared as the intent of the Nerv Florence Borough
Council that this Ordinance would have been adopted had such unconstitutional. illegal,
or invalid sentence, clause, section, or parl thereof not harre been included herein.

Section 9. Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective on the day of
2009.

ENACTED AND ORDANED this da1, s1 . 200c),

NE\\/ FLORENCE, I}OROUGI{ COTIN CIL

Presiclent

ATTEST:

Secretary

Approved this -- day of 2009,


