
BOROUGH OF NEW FLORENCE MINUTES SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 
 
President Jim Moore, called the regular meeting of the New Florence 
Borough Council to order on Tuesday, September 20, 2022, at 6:30 pm in 
the Borough Building. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Members Present: 
 
Jim Moore    Jason Beatty 
Jeff Rager    Mason Luther 
Gwen Dellett   Cheryl Priest 
Chuck O’Shell   Ed Craft, Mayor 
Jeff Miller, Solicitor   
 
Members Absent: 
Ron Gyure 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No Comment. 
 
POLICE REPORT 
Gwen Dellett gave an update; at the quarterly meeting they will interview 
for a part-time police officer.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Jeff Rager made a motion to accept the minutes from the regular meeting 
of August 16, 2022, meeting minutes as written. The motion was seconded 
by Chuck O’Shell. All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Jim Moore reported on current balances in the General Fund, State 
Highway Funds and Money Market accounts. After review, Gwen Dellett 



made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report for August. Jeff Rager 
seconded. All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
Jeff Miller presented a motion for Ordinance No. 2 for appointment of a 
Code Enforcement Officer. Jeff Rager made a motion to approve the 
Ordinance No. 2 of 2022 as written. Jason Beatty seconded. All in favor. 
Motion passed. Ordinance was provided to the mayor for approval. 
 
Jeff Miller suggested Council ask the police help us find the heirs for the 
burned-out property at 151 Mulberry Street. Council members will also try 
contacting some people in the community regarding ownership of the 
property.  
 
Ed Craft was nominated for the Code Enforcement Officer position under 
Ordinance No. 2 of 2022. All in favor. Motion passed.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
BUILDING, GROUNDS, & EQUIPMENT – Ron Gyure, Chair, Jason 
Beatty, Second. 
No report.  
 
STREETS AND DRAINS – Chuck O’Shell, Chair, Jeff Rager, Second. 
COG of Blairsville came in with their VAC truck and cleaned forty-two (42) 
storm water inlets. Council was pleased with the job they did. Gwen 
mentioned one by the playground that was missed. Jim Moore asked 
council members to submit additional inlets that need cleaned. 
 
The underpass was paved today. Not sure if it is complete or not as it is a 
bit rough. Mason Luther agreed to contact PennDOT on the status. 
 
The 9th Street inlet project is still on hold per Alyssa of EADS. The 
contractor is waiting for the pre-cast inlets. Council put Alyssa in touch with 
Rich Trottier of LB Water to see if they may have a source.  



 
GRANTS & FUNDING – Gwen Dellett, Chair, Mason Luther, Second 
Alyssa Rouser of EADS prepared an application for Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding for 2023. The project is for 
various Stormwater Improvements. The projected cost is $266,140.00. The 
Borough must commit to a 15% match to be eligible for the grant. The 
Borough’s portions will be $34,800.00. The application deadline is Sept 30, 
2022. Gwen Dellett made a motion that the Borough agree to commit the 
15% match. Jason Beatty seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion 
passed.  
 
Alyssa of EADS will also investigate possible PennDOT funding for future 
sidewalks along 13th Street.  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
Mayor Ed Craft commented on one of Burl Knupp’s properties.  
 
There is a rat infestation problem in New Florence regarding the Bakery, 
Laundromat areas surrounding a house on 13th Street. Ed Craft has been in 
contact with Westmoreland County regarding the issue. A sewage issue 
was also mentioned coming from a nearby property. This will be 
investigated.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Council still has not received any volunteers for the New Florence – St Clair 
Township Sewage Authority Board. Jim Moore has requested a copy of the 
Board’s by-laws from the Authority to determine the process for board 
membership. 
  
There was a discussion regarding Memory Park walkways. Jeff Rager asked 
about the possibility of using donated bricks in the walkway like what was 
done in Seward. Council decided to ask EADS to develop some design 
concepts for review.  
 



Our request for back payment of St. Clair Township’s portion of workman’s 
compensation insurance payments for the New Florence Volunteer Fire 
Company have been passed along to their solicitor, Tim Burns. 
 
COVID relief funds were discussed, and council still has not decided on the 
usage of the funds. The deadline to commit the funds is December of 
2024. Jim Moore asked that each council member present two or 
suggestions for use at the October meeting. 
 
The 12th Street paving was discussed. We are awaiting a written quote 
from Lindy Construction. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
The Borough will hold their Fall Dumpster days on October 21st and 22nd. 
The hours will be from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. or until full. Jason Beatty will 
contact Hugill Sanitation for their cost of dumpsters.  
 
There was a discussion regarding a salary for the Code Enforcement 
Officer. This was tabled for a later date. 
 
ADJOURN 
Jeff Rager made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mason Luther seconded 
the motion. All in favor. The motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 
8:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
  


