
BOROUGH OF NEW FLORENCE MINUTES AUGUST 15, 2023 
 
President Jim Moore, called the regular meeting of the New Florence 
Borough Council to order on Tuesday, August 15, 2023, at 6:30 pm in the 
Borough Building. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Members Present: 
 
Jim Moore, President  Mason Luther 
Jeff Rager, V.P.   Jason Beatty 
Ron Gyure    Gwen Dellett 
Chuck O’Shell   Ed Craft, Mayor 
Dan Hewitt, Solicitor  Cheryl Priest, Secretary 
Jeff Miller, Solicitor    
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mary Watt spoke on the bees behind the Mayer residence.  
Rich Trottier spoke on the drain near his house on Osborn Street.  
 
Jim Moore made the announcement that our current solicitor, Jeff Miller, is 
resigning. We would like to thank Jeff for all the help and guidance he has 
provided us with. On the same note Jim Moore made a motion to hire Dan 
Hewitt of Avolio Law Group, LLC to replace Mr. Miller. Jeff Rager seconded 
the motion. All in favor. Motion passed.  
 
POLICE REPORT 
Jim Moore gave the report on July’s Police Report. The Police Department 
has changed “report classifications” to make the monthly report calls easier 
to decipher. They received a dash camera that was installed on August 7. 
July was busy with criminal investigations. Officer Marsh assisted the 
Seward Volunteer Fire Company with the National Night Out program. They 
are also working on several “abandoned vehicles” investigations.  



APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Jeff Rager made a motion to accept the minutes from the regular meeting 
of July 18, 2023, as written. Gwen Dellett seconded the motion. All in 
favor. Motion passed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Jeff Rager made a motion to accept the July 2023 Treasurers Report as 
written. Jason Beatty seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion passed.  
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
Jeff Miller stated there is no report on the draft agreement on the Property 
Condition Assessment.  
 
No activity on the ordinance for the 15th Street dumping.  
 
The workers compensation reimbursement check from St. Clair Township 
will be forthcoming as they approved it at their last meeting. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
BUILDING, GROUNDS, & EQUIPMENT – Ron Gyure, Chair. Jason 
Beatty, second. 
 
The garage drain/sidewalk upgrades are complete. Due to unforeseen 
circumstances the catch basin needed to be re-routed. The cost of the 
additional work is $3,395.00. The original price was $16,500.00. Jim Moore 
made a motion to approve the additional amount of $3,395.00 for a grand 
total of $19,895.00. We will pay for this with Covid funds. Mason Luther 
seconded the motion. All in favor. (Ron Gyure opposed) Motion passed.  
 
Jason Beatty spoke on two quotes for a back-up generator, waiting on a 
third quote.  
 



Jason Beatty and Ron Gyure discussed new guidelines for tree trimmings 
and leaves that are being collected. All should be bagged.  
 
STREETS AND DRAINS – Chuck O’Shell, Chair, Jeff Rager, Second 
Jim Moore gave a report on the subway activity.  
 
No update from EADS engineer Dan Beyers regarding the 9th Street punch 
list and the Todd Hayes building.  
 
Dan Beyer of EADS to look at drains by Chestnut and 12th St., playground, 
13th St., and fire hall.  
 
GRANTS & FUNDING – Gwen Dellett, Chair, Mason Luther, Second 
No update.  
 
LANDBANK – Ed Craft, Chair; Mason Luther, Second    
 
Ed Craft reported on the (3) three properties to be demolished.  
   
MAYOR’S REPORT 
Jim Moore made a motion to donate the Police bicycle to the New Florence 
Fire Company to use as they see fit. Jason Beatty seconded the motion. All 
in favor. Motion passed.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Phil Ferris handed out an update on the Emergency Operations Plan.  
 
There was discussion on purchasing a tv to watch training sessions.  
 
Discussion to place another ad for the Borough maintenance employee. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Jim Moore discussed Maintenance work assistance.  



Mack Darr to replace ducts for the air conditioning unit and the attic exhaust 
fan.  
Underpass update: There are some areas on the east side that walkway need 
addressed.  
No Wine sales will be permitted at the upcoming Craft Show.  
Jim Moore received a request for (4) four separate projects for the New 
Florence Fire Company. Phil Ferris spoke on the items that include traffic 
signs, AE defibrillators, rehab project (misting fans, chairs) and water supply 
to hoses. Chuck O’Shell suggested Phil contact the VFW to see if they would 
donate. 
 
ADJOURN 
Jeff Rager made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Jason Beatty seconded 
the motion. All in favor. The motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 
8:12 p.m.  


