
BOROUGH OF NEW FLORENCE MINUTES APRIL 18, 2023 
 
President Jim Moore, called the regular meeting of the New Florence 
Borough Council to order on Tuesday, April 18, 2023, at 6:30 pm in the 
Borough Building. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Members Present: 
 
Jim Moore    Mason Luther 
Jeff Rager    Cheryl Priest 
Jason Beatty   Ron Gyure 
Jeff Miller, Solicitor  Gwen Dellett 
     Ed Craft, Mayor 
      
Members Absent: 
Chuck O’Shell 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No Comment.  
 
POLICE REPORT 
Officer Brandon Marsh gave a summation of the March Police Report. 
Increased court proceedings were the result of arrests and filing of 
charges.  
  
All officers are keeping up with their recertifications as needed. “Use of 
force” training will also be conducted.  
  
Traffic lines will be painted as the weather permits.  
  
Officer Marsh gave details on the traffic stops and criminal complaints.  
 



APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Jeff Rager made a motion to accept the minutes from the regular meeting 
of March 21, 2023, meeting minutes as written with (1) one correction:  A 
DOT physical will not be required for the part-time mower employee. Jason 
Beatty seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Jeff Rager made a motion to accept the minutes from the regular meeting 
of March 21, 2023, meeting minutes as written. Mason Luther seconded 
the motion. All in favor. Motion passed.  
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
Jeff Miller gave an update on the proposed draft agreement on the 
Property Condition Assessment.  
 
There was also a discussion of the Rec Board rentals of the playground, 
soccer fields and building areas. Jeff Miller will send Jim Moore the 
agreement to review.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
BUILDING, GROUNDS, & EQUIPMENT – Ron Gyure, Chair. Jason 
Beatty, second. 
 
Mason Luther discussed the new signs for the dump area: 
No Trespassing, Private Property, and a list of unacceptable materials, 
were posted at both entries to the dump.  
 
The High Ridge Water Authority was contacted regarding the asphalt and 
concrete that was dumped at the New Florence Borough dump; they have 
made no attempts to remove it.  
 
Jeff Miller will draft an ordinance for use of the dump by borough residents 
ONLY.  



Jason Beatty mentioned the borough needs a new pressure washer. He 
also inquired as to where and how do we purchase gas for the mowers. A 
discussion followed on opening an account to purchase gas for the mowers 
and the police car.  
 
Jason Beatty made a motion to hire Jacob St. Clair as our mower employee 
at a rate of $12.50 an hour with (30) thirty-day probation. Jeff Rager 
seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion passed.  
 
STREETS AND DRAINS – Chuck O’Shell, Chair, Jeff Rager, Second 
Jeff Rager reported that he discussed issues with the 9th Street drainage 
project with both Jason McIntosh of Community Living Care and Daniel 
Beyers of EADS.  Mr. Beyers will follow up with the contractor to make 
corrections. 
 
Jeff Rager also reported on the subway project and that the configuration 
of drain grates has been revised. The project has been approved. We will 
wait until the grant money is awarded before soliciting bids.  
 
Jeff Rager, Jim Moore, Chuck O’Shell and Dave Jacoby met with 
representatives from the PUC, PennDOT and Norfolk Southern to review 
issues at the subway railroad bridge. NS has engaged an independent 
engineering firm to perform an inspection and provide recommendations. 
NS will share the recommendations on the concrete spalling issues.  
 
The borough engineer from EADS toured Memory Park and discussed 
changes to the walking trail. 
 
GRANTS & FUNDING – Gwen Dellett, Chair, Mason Luther, Second 
Mason Luther asked about putting a drain in front of the garage to alleviate 
the water that runs under the garage door.  
 
LANDBANK – Ed Craft, Chair; Mason Luther, Second    
A Land Bank Representative spoke with Ed Craft and Mason Luther 
regarding their update notification protocol.  



   
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
The Home of the Aging contacted Ed Craft regarding the Bonnie Trimble 
property. They are still working with her.  
 
Ed Craft discussed with Attorney Miller how to go about contacting Dr. 
John Miller with registered letters regarding the clean-up of his property on 
9th Street.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
No report.  
 
Jim Moore discussed the New Florence Sewage Authority Board 
appointments. The Authority solicitor suggested the slate be wiped clean 
and start over with new appointee terms of office. Jim Moore made a 
motion that we use the terms from the original agreement. He motioned to 
re-appoint Neva Gindlesperger to the Sewage Board with a term ending 
January 3, 2028, also with the same motion that we re-appoint Penny 
Rolley to the Sewage Board with a term ending January 1, 2024. Jeff Rager 
seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion passed.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Jim Moore, Ed Craft and Mason Luther met with Todd Gable and Phil Ferris 
on the Emergency Operating Plan (EOP). An updated draft was presented 
for council’s review and discussion at the May meeting. Jim Moore 
informed the council that they would be required to complete some on-line 
FEMA training and would provide details later.  
 
Jim Moore proposed a motion to accept the most recent offer from St. Clair 
Township solicitor to accept payments for the years 2020 and 2021 
workers compensation and consider it paid in full. Jeff Rager seconded the 
motion. All in favor. Motion passed.  
 



New part-time hire for a borough maintenance worker was discussed. Ads 
have been placed in the Tribune Democrat and posted around New 
Florence.  
 
Jim Moore discussed group training for future PSAB Webinars. Mason 
Luther will research costs for screen/projector. 
 
ADJOURN 
Jeff Rager made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Jason Beatty seconded 
the motion. All in favor. The motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 
8:35 p.m.  


