
BOROUGH OF NEW FLORENCE MINUTES MARCH 21, 2023 
 
President Jim Moore, called the regular meeting of the New Florence 
Borough Council to order on Tuesday, March 21, 2023, at 6:30 pm in the 
Borough Building. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Members Present: 
 
Jim Moore    Mason Luther 
Jeff Rager    Cheryl Priest 
Jason Beatty   Ed Craft, Mayor 
Jeff Miller, Solicitor   
      
Members Absent: 
Chuck O’Shell 
Ron Gyure 
Gwen Dellett 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mary Watt and Kathy Jacoby spoke on behalf of the New Florence Library.  
They want to purchase cameras and a security system for the library. 
People are conducting uncertain business in the parking lots.   
 
Phil Ferris gave an update on the windstorm damage that just took place.  
There were ten (10) alarms that went off.  The fire hall was open to a 
warming center for the community and was advertised on social media.  
The generator ran thirty (30) hours straight.  Some power lines were down 
but no injuries to report.    
 
The Fire Department made a proposal to the St. Clair Township regarding 
their thermal imaging camera which is over twenty-five (25) years old.  St. 
The cost is $3500.00, they are asking the New Florence Borough to cover 
$875.00. Jeff Rager made a motion to cover the cost.  Jason Beatty 



seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion passed. Jim Moore recommended 
this comes out of the Covid funds.  
 
POLICE REPORT 
Officer Brandon Marsh gave a report on February’s Police Report. Patrick 
Goggin will be the law investigator for the department. Dash cameras will 
be installed in the vehicles also when the funds are available.  
 
Jim Moore thanked Chief Janciga for the updates on the Police Report. The 
inventory on the evidence files is making progress.  
 
Jeff Rager was approached several times by people loitering around, and 
asked if the Borough could put up signs in these areas.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Jeff Rager made a motion to accept the minutes from the regular meeting 
of February 21, 2023, meeting minutes as written. Mason Luther seconded 
the motion. All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Mason Luther made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as written. 
Jeff Rager seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion passed.  
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
Jeff Miller discussed the draft agreement on the Property Condition 
Assessment. No news on the playground rentals. 
 
There was also a discussion on the insurance policies of the 
playground/building areas.  
 
Jim Moore made a motion that the Borough name New Florence Volunteer 
Fire Company as the other insured on our liability portion of our insurance 



at the yellow brick school. Jason Beatty seconded the motion. All in favor. 
Motion passed.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
BUILDING, GROUNDS, & EQUIPMENT – Ron Gyure, Chair. Jason 
Beatty, second. 
 
Jason Beatty discussed the new mowers that have arrived. General clean-
up is on-going.  
Jason Beatty will draw up a position description for a part-time employee 
to do the mowing.  A DOT physical will be required, and the Borough will 
pay for it.   
 
Mason Luther and Jason Beatty met with Araina Hamley on the Memory 
Park improvements and discussed ideas between them for a later date.  
 
STREETS AND DRAINS – Chuck O’Shell, Chair, Jeff Rager, Second 
Jeff Rager gave a discussion on the streets that need paving regarding 
Peoples Gas.       
 
Jim Moore reported on the subway update and the timelines on which they 
occurred.   
 
GRANTS & FUNDING – Gwen Dellett, Chair, Mason Luther, Second 
Mason Luther has not received a response yet from the grant writer. Jim 
Moore mentioned getting electrical quotes, walls, and ceilings.  
 
LANDBANK – Ed Craft, Chair; Mason Luther, Second    
 
No report.  
   
 
 
 



MAYOR’S REPORT 
Ed Craft spoke on the dumping issue that had hazardous material. The old 
dentist’s office was cited with registered letters regarding the clean-up on 
that property.     
 
Jeff Miller discussed the no dumping and trespassing signs. The Borough 
will put up several “private property” signs.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
No updates yet from Pam Hysong on the Senior Center.  
 
Jim Moore discussed the New Florence Sewage Authority Board 
appointments.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Jim Moore mentioned a borough resident was asking about per capita 
taxes being raised. Berkheimer is the current collector of EIT and per 
capita taxes.  
 
Ed Craft asked if we can charge the Sewage Authority for use of our 
internet, electric, restroom use, rent etc.  This was tabled to a later date.  
 
Jim Moore called for an Executive Session at 8:42 p.m. to discuss 
personnel matters.  Executive Session ended at 9:07 p.m.  
 
Jason Beatty made a motion to terminate the employment of Orville 
Saunders effective at 9:08 p.m. on March 21, 2023. Mason Luther 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. The motion passed.  
 
ADJOURN 
Jeff Rager made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was 
seconded by Jason Beatty. All in favor. The motion passed. The meeting 
was adjourned at 9:12 p.m.  


