
NEW FLORENCE BOROUGH
WESTMORELAND COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ORDINANCE NO. Iq.f OF 2OO2

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF NEW FLORENCE ESTABLISHING A CURFEW
FOR MINORS SUBJECT TO CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS
THEREFOR AND THE PURPOSES THEREOF; FIXING RESPONSIBILITY UPON PARENTS
AND POLICE; AND DETERMINING THE PENALTIES FOR AND THE PROCEDURES
UPON VIOLATION.

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE BOROUGH COUNSEL OF THE BOROUGH
OF NEW FLORENCE, AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE
AUTHORITY BY THE SAME AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.. SHORT TITLE

THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE CITED AS THE "NEW FLORENCE
BOROUGH CURFEW ORDINANCE.'

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION

AS USED IN THIS ORDINANCE, THE FOLLOWING TERMS SHALL HAVIT'TIIE
MEANINGS INDICATED, UNLESS A DIFFERENT MEANING CLEARLY APPEARS FITOM
TI-IE CONTEXT:

MINOR - Person uuder the age of eighteen (18) )/ears;

PARENT - Any natural parent of a rninor, as herein clefinecl, or a guarcliatr or aclult
person responsible for the care and custocl)/ of a rninor. When userl in this Orclinalrce,
"parel-lt" shall mean one or both parents.

PUBLIC PLACE - Any public street, alle1,, sider,r,alk, park, plavgrouucl, public
builcling, or vacant lot in the Borougl'r clf New Flolerrce.
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REMAIN - To sta1, behind, to tarrv, and to sta\/ unnecessarilt'Llpolt the streets,

including but not limited to the congregating of groups (or of itrteractitrg minors)
totaling four or more persolls in urhich altv tnittor inrrolrrecl rt,ottlcl trot be using tl-re

streets, for emergellcies or ordinarv purposes such as lnt:l'e passage of going hotne.

In this Ordir-rance, the singular shall include the plural, the plural shall irrciuclc the sir-rgtrlar;

ancl tl-re masculine shall include tl-re femiuiue' and the treutr.

SECTION 3. PURPOSES

This is a Curfeu, Ordinance prescribing, irr accordance r.t,ith prevailirrg comt-nuuitv statlclarcis,

regulations for tl"re conduct of minors on streets at night, for the protection of vt,ul-lgct'

children in the Borough of Ner,r, Florence from each other ancl from other Persolrs ou the

streets during nighttime hours, for the enforcerneut of paretrtal cctutrol atrcl lesl-rcrtlsibilitl' for
tl-re chilclren, for the protection of the public from nocturnal r-r-rischief bv tnitrors, atrcl for the

recluction of the ir-rcident of juvenile crirninal activit)', all for the gootl o[ minors' for thc

furtherance of famill, responsibility, and for the ;rublic good, safetl', attcl r.t'clfare.

SECTION 4. CURFEW; EXCEPTIONS

It sl'rall be unlawful for any minor to be or retnaiu iu or ttpc'rt-t anv public highlt,ar', park, or
other public place urithin the Borough of Ner.r, Florence, or ilr anv etrclosure or vehicle rn'hich

is on or in close proxirlitt, tcl any'such public place r,vithir-r the Borough of Ner,r'Illolctrce,
between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. on the follolt'il-rg c1a\''

Exceptions to the above are the fclllowirrg:

1. Minor accompanied b1, parent, guardiau, or other persoll haviug legal care or
custocl1, of such minor;

2. Minor possessing a written statement datecl tl-rat dav arrd signecl bt'the parettt,
guardian, or other person having the legal care or custoct, of such tttinor, u'l-rich

statement specifies the time, place, purpose, anrl rtecessitv of the tnittot' beir-rg in
a public place contrarlr to this Ordinance;

J. Minor lawfull1, ernployed rnaking it necessat'1' to be on oI' in higl'nt'ays, streets,

parks, etc., as statecl aborre arrcl possessirrg a current letter certifvir-rg the samc

arrd signed b1'emplover, parettt, or guarcliau;

4. Mir-ror on an elnergency errand;



5. Minor trarreling to and from church, school, or mut-tici1'ral activit)'r.t'ith pareutal
permission statetneut as iu subsection 2 above.

SECTION 5. PARENTS NOT TO PERMIT VIOLATION

It is hereb), made unlar,r,ful fol anl, parent or guardian, or the person l-ravit'tg thc legal care ol'

custody of a rninor to allor,r, or perrnit such minor to violate anv of the provisiot-ts ttl:tl-ris
Orclinauce vvithout legal justificatior-r therefor.

SECTION 6. PROCEDURE UPON VIOLATION

Anv minor fourrd upoll the streets, alle1,s, parks, or putrlic places u,,itiritr the Bot'otrglt of New
Florence in violation of Section 3 shall be taken into custody bl' the Bot'otrgh of Ner,t, Floreuce
Police or legall1, cleputized ir-rclividual, be delivc'recl to his paret-rt(s), guarclian(s), or"person(s)
having tI're legal custodlz of said minor, ancl be girren a copv of this Orciitrance. A repctrt shall

be filed and kcpt in a book for that specific purpose. lf saicl paretrt, guardian, or Person
having the legal custoclv of said minor shall again allor.t. him to be on thc streets, allel's,

parks, or public places ir-r rziolation of Section 3, said paretrt, guarcliatr, or persotl havitrg lc'gal

custody of saicl minor so offer-rding sl-rall, upon the seconcl offense, be caliecl along v"ith
offer-rder ar-rd be so advised once again as to the perraltl, provisions containt-.ci in this
Ordirrance. Upon the tl-rirc1 r,iolation, said parent, guarcliau, or pel'son l'ravitrg legal custoclv
of said minor shall be cited for the violation.

SECTION 7. PROCEDURE IN CASE OF REPEATED VIOLATIONS OR OTHER
FACTORS INTERFERING WITH ENFORCEMENT

Anv minor who shall violate this Ordinance nrorc than three (3) timcs tna\', at tl-rc r'liscretior-r

of the proper officials of the Borough of Ner.t, Florencc, be reportecl to a societv or
orgarrization the purfrose of which is to talce charge of incorrigiblcs ar-rcl clelir-rcluents, anrl

proceeclings shall then be taken in the proper court for the pernlarlent welfar:c of such tninor
and a like procedure ma1, be taker-r in cases'vrrhere the arrest of tlre parerrt is trot cffcctive, ot'

r,r,here for an1, other reason the prorzisions of Section 3 of this Orcliuauce t-nav Lrc tnade
effective b), the irnposition of fines ancl per-ralties.

SECTION 8. POLICE DISCRETION IN AGE DETERMINATION

The police otficers of the Borough of Neu, Florcrrce in taking miuors iuto custorll'shall use

their discretion in determir-ring age and in cloubtful cases ma1, rr'tluilc a positive proof of age.

Until such proof is furnished, the officer's judgrnent shall prevail.



SECTION 9. PENALTIES

An1, person r.t,ho sl"rall violate an1, provision of this Orcliuance, shali, Llpon cotlvictit'rt-t thereof,

be seirtenced to pay a fine of not rnore than six hunclred clollars ($600.00), antl in clefatrlt of

payment, to imprisoumeut for a term uot to exceed thirtr' (30) davs.

SECTION 10. REPEALER

Orclinance Number 133 of 1974 is l'rereb1, specificalll' repealecl.

SECTION 11. SEVERABILITY

If an1, sentence, clause, section, or part of this Orditrance is for all\' reasoll founcl tc, be

uncolstitutional, illegal, or invalid, such unconstitutionalitr', illegalitr', or invaliclitr', sl-rali trot

affect or impair any of the rernaining provisiot-rs, sentences, clauses, sections, or patts of this

ordinalce. It is herebl, declared as the intent of the Borough Counsel of the Borough of New

Florence that this Orclinance woulcl have beeu aclopted had such uncoustitutioual, illegal or

ilvalid sentence, clause, secticln, or part thereof uot beeu ilrcludecl herein.

SECTION 12. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall become effective on ool .

MAYOR PRESTDENT OF COUNCIL

( SEAL )
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